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authorities for which both nations have had to pay in
blood and tears. As Mr. Nevinson says, it was
inevitable that the Court-Martial should condemn
Constance to death; she had been second in command,
under Mallin, of the Citizen Army force in Stephen's
Green, and was also leader of Fianna Na h-Eireann. I
believe he is correct in saying that it was owing to
Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister, that she was re-
prieved, though whether he went over to Dublin for
that purpose I do not know. Certainly, the day before
the reprieve was announced, one of his secretaries who
knew Eva, was allowed to tell her that she might have
certain hope that the extreme penalty would not be
exacted.
From the moment the Rebellion had been crushed,
Eva had worked night and day to prevent the taking
of vengeance. It was not only for her sister that she
worked, but for the others, especially for James
Connolly, against whom there was an intensely bitter
feeling in London.
The facts of the murder of Francis Sheehy Skeffing-
ton, an extreme pacifist, by an officer [afterwards
pronounced insane], when they became known, added
to the horror. At first the Prime Minister denied the
truth of the accusation made by Mrs. Skeffington, but
inquiry, alas, proved it only too true. Mr. HeaJy, who
represented Mrs. Skeffington at the Government
Inquiry, said Captain Colthurst was court-martialled,
convicted, and declared insane and sent to Broadmoor
Criminal Asylum, but was soon discharged, and it
was believed given half-pay.
He gives details of these days following Easter Week.
' After their surrender no arrangements for decent
custody were at first possible. This led to conditions
which left a memory as bitter as that enkindled by the
executions. In the Rotunda Gardens there were herded .